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Women Empowerment

The word ‘“Women Empowerment’ itself implies that women are not powerful
enough - they need to be empowered. This painful truth has been in existence for a
long long time. It is in recent years that noticeable work started beginning to lift
women out of the abyss of insignificance and powerlessness. The patriarchal society
suppressed women’s freedom across the world. Women were not allowed to vote or
even put forward any opinion. Women were confined to their homes. As time
progressed, they realised that their life meant much more than just serving in the
household. As more and more women started crossing the man-made barriers, the
world began to witness the rise of women. Unlike men, women never try to stifle the
voice of their opposite gender. They hold the hands of all the downtrodden people -
men and women both - and they pull them out of misfortune as they try to improve
their lives.

The History of Women Empowerment

The history of women empowerment does not start from an exact date, It is a
cumulative process. However, there are certain movements, protests, revolutions
that furthered the cause of women empowerment much more speedily.

In the ancient days and even in the recent past, women, in hundreds of countries,
were not allowed to vote. As time passed, more and more women came together and
made their voices heard. Gaining voting rights significantly lifted the position of
women in society. Many suffrage movements campaigned daily in support of
women’s voting rights. In the US, individuals like Elizabeth Stanton and organisations
like National American Woman Suffrage Association, National Woman’s Party played
a key role in securing the voting rights for women. In the UK, the Women’s Social
and Political Union aggressively campaigned for women’s suffrage. It is a shame
for society at large when we consider that many countries granted women the right
to vote after a very long time. Kuwait, Qatar, Zaire, Bahrain, Andorra, Central African
Republic etc granted women the right to vote after the second half of the 20th century.

No woman can be empowered if she is not financially independent. Gone are
the days when women had to depend on their fathers or husbands to get things that
they wanted. From the 20th century onwards women got more opportunities to join
the workforce. However, at the same time, many women in England were forced to
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work both in the workplace and in the household to support the family. After the
Second World War women, on their own, chose to join the workforce. Today more
and more jobs are opening up for women. Women are proving to be worthy of the
designations assigned to them.

In the household, too, women have gained significant decision-making powers.
The decision to have a baby or not is now decided by both men and women. The use
of contraceptive pills empowered women further. Women can now enjoy unhindered
work life and education.

Women empowerment cannot be successful if the women in the lower rung of
the society are not empowered. After the onset of the 21st century, women belonging
to the grassroots level have found many vocational works, labours that were only
reserved for men. Today there are many female masons, bus drivers, petrol pump
attendants, farmers etc. And all these women are doing their job extremely well.

Women Empowerment in India

Women empowerment in India cannot be compared with that in other countries.
Women were highly respected in the Vedic ages. The focus on women’s education
was never absent. The word ‘sahadharmini’ was known from the Vedic days.
Sahadharmini means - equal partner. It is thus very clear that women in India in
ancient days enjoyed respect, education and reverence.

As time passed the Indian culture was contaminated with the conservative
Middle Eastern and British culture. As a result, the power and respect that women
enjoyed were lost.

Gradually after independence, women started regaining the lost power. Today
women are everywhere. The country saw its female Prime Minister and President,
the country has many eminent female sportspeople like Saina Nehwal or P.T Usha,
the country has been blessed with talented women scientists like A. Chatterjee or B
Vijayalakshmi. Women are joining the combat forces in India without any hesitation.

However, many women in India are still finding it hard to come out of the
clutches of patriarchy - particularly in the rural sector. The empowered women must
urge these women to raise voices, protest and seek help from the authorities.

Inequality and the Way Forward

Today, more than ever, women are enjoying freedom. They can decide on their
own. However, there is a long way to go. Women must protest against the use of
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religion to suppress them. Not all military positions are open to females. There is a
wage gap in the film industry, in sports and normal jobs. The women need to use
their hard-earned power to banish all the injustices that they have been facing for
time immemorial.

Summary

The term women empowerment refers to gender equality. It especially favours
women rights.

Women empowerment all refer to the empowerment of women to take all
decisions from their choice. So that she can take all of the decisions for her social
and economic development. Empowerment of women will surely encourage all of
the women to stand for their education and the life of their own choice. The women
empowerment mission encourages women to be self-reliant. So that she can have
positive self-esteem and generate potential in herself to compete with the world and
to make the position of her choice. This is only possible if equal opportunities in
society will also be available for women. Empowering women would mean
encouraging them for their socio-economic development. From ancient times women
have suffered a lot in society. They were not given the equal right to education and
to be self-reliant. They were only restricted to household works. They were kept
away from education and development. Women constitute half of the population
however her contribution to the economy of India is very low. This depicts that
there are not equal opportunities available for women in society and the
responsibilities which are given to them do not have any contribution to the GDP of
the country.

To develop India as a superpower the development of women is equally
important and it should be a priority to give her a chance to develop herself. To
achieve it we should focus mainly on the education of girls. Moreover, they also get
equal pay to the men for equal work. To empower the women our goals also should
be to remove child marriage and the dowry system from the whole nation. The
Indian government is also working to make India more suitable for women so they
can also get equal opportunities and can grow themselves. In this regard, the supreme
court of India also made it mandatory to provide admission to the National defence
academy for women. The Indian government also declared that Military schools
also will be available for women from now onwards. A common approach to handle
this problem can be a remarkable solution for it.
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Government of Tamil Nadu MANUSCRIPT SERIES
FINANCE (Allowances) DEPARTMENT
G.0.Ms.No.15, Dated 18th January, 2023.
(Subakiruthu, Thai-4, Thiruvalluvar Aandu 2054)
ABSTRACT

General Provident Fund - Ceiling of Rupees 5 Lakh on Subscription to General Provi-
dent Fund account in a financial year - Orders - Issued.

Read the following:-
1. GO.(Ms.)No.461, Finance (Allowances) Department dated: 22.09.2009.

2. Government of India, Ministry of Personnel, PG & Pensions Department of Pension
& Pensioners' Welfare, New Delhi, OM.F.N0.3/13/2022-P&W (F) (8353), dated: 02.11.2022.

3. Letter received from the Principal Accountant General (A&E), D.O.Lr.No.PAG(A&E)/
FM 1/1/2022-23/151-40445, Dated 30.11.2022.

Hekosk

ORDER

In the Government order first read above, orders were issued capping the monthly Sub-
scription of General Provident Fund @ 12% of the emoluments i.e. Basic Pay + GP+ SP+
PP+ DA with effect from 01.01.2009.

2. Government of India in the Office Memorandum second read above, issued instruc-
tions consequent to the maximum annual General Provident Fund Subscription limit
Rs.5,00,000/- (Rupees Five Lakh only) being exceeded during current financial year in
certain cases. Therefore, Government of India has instructed that further where General
Provident Fund Subscription during the current financial year has already exceeded the
threshold limit of Rs.5 lakh, no further deduction may be made and minimum monthly
subscription of 6% of emoluments shall be deemed to have been relaxed. In case, where
General Provident Fund subscription during the current financial year has not yet reached/
exceeded the threshold limit of Rs.5 lakh, further deductions towards General Provident
Fund subscription during the current financial year may be phased out such that the total
subscription during the current financial year does not exceed Rs.5 lakh. In case where the
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total contribution is likely to exceed Rs.5 lakh even with minimum monthly subscription
of 6% of emoluments, deduction of General Provident Fund may be stopped and the mini-
mum monthly subscription of 6% of the emoluments shall be deemed to have been re-
laxed.

3. The Principal Accountant General (A&E) in the letter third read above has requested
to indicate whether any action has been taken to extend the amendments carried out by
Government of India to various provident fund accounts pertaining to Government of
Tamil Nadu.

4. The Government has carefully examined the above instructions and decided to limit
the maximum annual General Provident Fund Subscription at Rs.5 lakh to the various
Provident Fund accounts of employees of Government of Tamil Nadu from the financial
year 2022-2023.

5. The threshold limit of Rs.5 lakh being effected at the fag end of the present financial
year, the subscription by a subscriber under General Provident Fund (Tamil Nadu) shall be
regulated as follows:-

(a) In case of those Government servants, whose General Provident Fund subscription
during the current financial year (e. 2022-2023) has already exceeded the threshold limit
of Rs.5 lakh, no further deduction of General Provident Fund subscription may be made
from their salary in the current financial year. In those cases, the provision regarding mini-
mum monthly subscription of 12% of the emoluments shall be deemed to have been re-
laxed.

(b) In case of those Government servants, whose General Provident Fund subscription
during the current financial year (Le.2022-2023) has not reached/exceeded the threshold
limit of Rs.5 lakh, further deductions towards General Provident Fund subscription during
the current financial year may be phased out in such a manner that the total subscription
during the current financial year does not exceed Rs.5 lakh. In cases where the total contri-
bution is likely to exceed Rs.5 lakh even with minimum monthly subscription of 12% of
the emoluments, deduction of General Provident Fund subscription from the salary may
be stopped as soon as the total contribution in the current financial year reaches Rs.5 lakh.
In such cases also, the provision regarding minimum monthly subscription of 12% of the
emoluments shall be deemed to have been relaxed.

6. Necessary amendment to the General Provident Fund (Tamil Nadu) rules shall be
issued separately.

(BY ORDER OF THE GOVERNOR)
N.MURUGANANDAM
ADDITIONAL CHIEF SECRETARY TO GOVERNMENT

D



Mageufl 2023 | apawigemy o) ¢riddees

f '., LDMBeL QFWMESID Sall (PIREYS6IT
SWOLDHTG ABATUISHHIND DlIRIIOT FHISHLD

(S(pFTenewt 6Tenr.2141, GlLngs (Liewll-9f) Siewp, BA6T : 6.10.666TLILY BISSHESLILIL L GI)

THE TAMILNADU REVENUE OFFICIALS’ ASSOCIATION

LOMBley GMLDWILD
&.61607.12, @payewLiL 0swm, CFliLngsid, GlFarenar - 600 005

29.1.2023 Sidry B aubHow TNROA wageo

BITBHET SHEOTEMOT 5. L. WIQEYBH6IT

GHuUipETH uHLMLSSIDD Jjgiee) ShissSsT Wikl Fifourdlser & L 29.1.2023
Ijeorn) srblemrmaf] s &l aumufers menLGlunms. @66 LSl 15 wmhle flfaurdlesmn
&hg Ol&Tea(H ShGg &S TITET &HSG6EmT gsfallssea. @miduilo
SLSSHETTL (LPlp6S6T 6(HLIGTSTS 6T(H&SLILL L 6TT.

1)

2023 gy1d gy suor(hssTeT 2 ey Cajsemaemiu aimelsrm 28.2.20238 @ Hlimmey
Q&g wrhle mwwsHen Corss Geusmhin (2 minlarmsE seor en.100) erer
Wgey Qeiin’ L g. wmkle geraile 15,000 rarm @levsEleneT JemLiL mETSS)
LOTEULL_MBISH(ETHLD @)5l60 (Lp(psmLowims; FrHILL euedILmISSIeIs TeoT (Lpiga Gleiui’L gi.

SUONETH QIHETLISSMD Iieie] ShissHear Cumfarerms allarmiss g gl
"grhIsSGIN" L1e @EWssTar 100% shsm CaT&msssE (Seom em.200) wrau’ L
EOLOILIBIGET (LYGOEITLILITET HLbllp&H6m 6T(h&s Gaustar(pld eTeor (Lplge] Gainuci L g).

2023 2 miilser; Garj&ma; MmID SRISSETN ShaT CaT&Hme Q&I @lssnmismar
Sidreufl Wee/@IreTLreg umTTSEle maTsgl Tl L higsfle srp&durs
BLSSIL Geusmor(pd eTerrejd, @& Gummiiy wrhle Hiourdser &bl
QamsTaiGgaran (lga GELiILL g).

2021 Geeuid Camflsams wrmr® F& Haemeal, TNGEA wrrr® K flasmeal, 2022
& 2023 s ig Heisnes wpmid 2023 mr @My ukissliLsemeT L& LTSl
menL_GLmesTar SEIL CEFILNE LD Snl L SHNE (PETUTS (PLRmLILITS Hlenme| Gletin
LTI L eOLILIKISET alNISSIeIGIST (pige| Glawuiu L gi.

SHPETG GaTLSgImD W] shssH 055 wsHu euney
G lLSmg 2023 wriE wresdHe &L (Hatsaraln, Hamas CarflsamsgsT
G158 wralL owuwuksaflar &msgsaflar gelumiuio 9HES5SLIL
Ll &maasT CLn6laTsraibger Siomeaflsasiul L g).

(omeu L emLoWmISET ShiseT Lmeu L flspe|semer tnroasangakural@gmail.com
sTeaT) LhleaTeuTEhEe0 (SelflEE elorm Casl(hs GamsTariLbhi&nsg.)
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Ueswihs&lrse g eSS mES HUOLSmSUNsT SMTETTSaD, FTeuTsallflear aTsma
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nug @dsrensaflain polsmaullsr gemfl Camrs 567&g HlsnasEpn o o).
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